APPENDIX X
brought, and meanwhile he ordered a workman to take up a large
stone, and knocking with that he caused an explosion. Nitro-
glycerine will not stand much knocking, it will stand it to some
extent, but not between hard bodies. You can scarcely get
nitro-glycerine to explode if you put it on wood and strike it heavily
with a hammer ; but if it is spread over iron, and an iron hammer
falls upon it, a very slight blow will suffice to explode it.
Mr. Vivian: I think you discovered nitro-glycerine, did you
not?
Nobel: No, I did not; but nitro-glycerine could not be used
without certain means of ignition, which I discovered, and certain
facilities for its manufactures; that is all I discovered.
Mr. Vivian: You discovered the method of using it practically
by means of absorbents, did you not ?
Nobel: Not only that, but first of all the ignition by means of
a cap or gunpowder charge. Though nitro-glycerine has been
known to explode accidentally, setting fire to it for practical pur-
poses is not so very easy; it will stand a gunpowder charge, and
the gunpowder charge will blowout, the nitro-glycerine being found
in the bore-hole unexploded,
Mr. Vivian: At first, when nitro-glycerine was discovered there
were a great many accidents, were there not ?
Nobel; Yes; and that by comparison proves the safety of
dynamite, for whilst nitro-glycerine with a small sale gave rise to
many accidents, dynamite in spite of a large trade has caused
none. There were three or four very serious accidents from nitro-
glycerine ; but before the nitro-glycerine Act was passed in England
I had published in German papers that I refused to sell any nitro-
glycerine ; therefore, I had taken steps before the British Govern-
ment took steps to stop the sale of it,
Mr. Vivian: Those accidents led to the passing of the Nitro-
glycerine Act, did they not ?
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